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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In the official action the Examiner rejects claims 1 and 14 1 as being fully 
anticipated by US patent 7,162,043 to Sugiyama. However, claims 2 and 15, 
which are respectively dependent upon claims 1 and 14, are indicated as being 
allowable over Sugiyama. 

Claims 1 and 14 are amended herein to include a limitation which is 
being moved out of claims 2 and 15, respectively. It is believed that with this 
amendment, claims 1 and 14 now patentably define over Sugiyama. 

These amendments are believed to be consistent with amendments made 
in the corresponding GB application to which priority is claimed, namely 
GB0301304.2. The British Examiner in the corresponding GB application 
apparently cited GB2319346 and the claims were amended, as done herein, to 
avoid that reference. GB2319346 was cited to the USPTO in the IDS filed 
originally with this application. A copy of the British official action is enclosed. 

The statements of invention have been amended to bring them into 
better alignment with amended claims 1 and 14. 

Withdrawal of the rejections and allowance of the claims are respectfully 
requested. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees which 
may be required or credit overpayment to deposit account no. 08-2025. In 
particular, if this response is not timely filed, then the Commissioner is 
authorized to treat this response as including a petition to extend the time 
period pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136 (a) requesting an extension of time of the 



1 The reference to claim 16 in the rejection under 35 USC 102(b) is assumed to be a 
typographical error since claim 14 is the other independent claim in this application and since 
claim 16, which depends from claim 14, is elsewhere indicated as being allowable. 
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number of months necessary to make this response timely filed and the petition 
fee due in connection therewith may be charged to deposit account no. 08-2125. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Post Office with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 

(Date of Transmission) 
Mary Ng o 



(Namepf Person Transmitting) 




(Date) 



Respectfully submitted, 




Richard R Berg 

Attorney for the Applicant 

Reg. No. 28,145 

LAD AS & PARRY 

5670 Wilshire Boulevard, 

Suite 2100 

Los Angeles, California 90036 
(323) 934-2300 voice 
(323) 934-0202 facsimile 
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Hewlett-Packard Company 
c/o Robert F Squibbs 
Hewlett-Packard Limited 
Intellectual Property Section 
Building 3, Filton Road 
Stoke Gifford 
BRISTOL 
BS34 8QZ 



Your Reference: 30013357-1 GB 
Application No: GB0301304.2 

31 March 2005 
Dear Sirs 



The Patent Office 
Patents Directorate 

Concept House 
Cardiff Road, Newport 
South Wales, NP10 8QQ 

Examiner: 01633 814340 
tE-Mail: steve.evans@patent.gov.uk 
Switchboard: 01633 814000 
Fax: 01633 814444 
Minicom: 08459 222250 
DX: 722540/41 Cleppa Park 3 
http://www.patent.gov.uk 



Patents Act 1977: Examination Report under Section 18(3) 
Latest date for reply: 



1 August 2005 



I enclose two copies of my examination report. 

By the above date you should either file amendments to meet the objections in the enclosed 
report or make observations on them. If you do not, the application may be refused. 



Yours faithfully 

Steve Evans 
Examiner 



Use of E-mail: Please note that e-mail should be used for correspondence only. 
An Executive Agency of the Department of Trade and Industry 
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Patents Act 1977 

Examination Report under Section 18(3) 
Novelty (Section l(l)(a)) 

1. The invention as defined in claims 1, 2, 11, 14, 15 & 24 is not new because it has 
already been disclosed in the following document: 

GB 2319346 (SONY) - relevant to claims 1, 2, 1 1, 14, 15 & 24 

2. GB 4 346 describes analysing stereo audio signals and providing a graphical display 
showing audio position determined from the relative amplitude and phase correlation of the 
two audio signals. Therefore, this appears to anticipate claims 1 and 14. 



3. GB '346 describes analysing the audio signals by splitting the signal into various 
frequencies, and determining position for each frequency range by comparing relative 
amplitudes. It also states that certain frequency ranges are likely to correspond to certain 
sound sources (page 9, lines 26-31). Therefore, claims 2 and 15 are anticipated. 

4. GB '346 also refers to being able to detect how far to the "back" or "front" a signal is, 
which appears to anticipate detecting "depth location" as in claims 1 1 and 24. 

5. When amending the claims, the common subject matter of all independent claims 
should be kept consistent with each other and also with the corresponding statements of 
invention in the description to avoid possible consistency and/or plurality objections. 



An Executive Agency of the Department of Trade and Industry 
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